
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



212 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 



THE COCKE FAMILY OF VIRGINIA. 



(Henrico) Fourth Generation. 



1. Descendants of Thomas Cocke, 3 Son of Thomas Cocke. 2 

Thomas Cocke 3 left six children: Thomas, 4 James Powell, 4 Henry, 4 
Brazure, 4 Mary, 4 and Elizabeth. 4 

i. Thomas Cocke, 4 born c. 1684; died unmarried 1711. 

By his will, probated November 5, 1711, he leaves all his property to 
his three brothers. His appraisement was ^147; appraisers, John Cocke, 
Joseph L. Royall, John Archer, John Worsham, Jr. Executors, Little- 
bury Eppes and Samuel Harwood. 

He leaves the tract of land " on which his Grandmother now lives " 
(relict of Thomas Cocke 3 ), called " Mawborn Hills " (note the pronun- 
ciation), to his brother, Brashaw Cocke, being the land given him by 
his grandfather. This property, the homestead, had been left to Mar- 
garet Cocke, widow of Thomas Cocke,* for life, and she was still living 
in 1711. 

Thomas Cocke 4 had been the executor of his father's will, and he was 
in loco parentis to his younger brothers. It appears from the settlement 
of his accounts that Brazure Cocke had been at a boarding-school. 

His funeral sermon was preached by the Rev. Charles Anderson,* 
minister of Westover Parish. He is charged for this sermon, as also for 
attendance of "Dr. Cocke" and "Dr. Irby." Who was this "Dr. 
Cocke?" That is an interesting question which we cannot answer. 
Where did he take his degree? About the same time (1705) in the 
Henrico Records there is noted a payment to " Dr. Chastain," at Man- 
akin Town. [These families subsequently intermarried.] 

2. James Powell Cocke 4 married Martha Anderson (?), born c. 1688, 
died 1747. Martha Anderson may have been sister to Rev. Charles 
Anderson. 

Another member of this Anderson family at this time in Henrico was 
Henry Anderson, probably brother to Rev. Charles Anderson. His 
daughter, Anne Anderson, married Benjamin Ward* (died 1732), and 
they had issue: 1. Colonel Seth Ward, 5 of "Wintopock," member 
House of Burgesses from Chesterfield about 1769; 2. Benjamin; 4 3. 
Henry,' of Amelia, alive 1746; 4. Rowland. Benjamin Ward 6 had a 
daughter, Maria,' born 1784, who married Peyton Randolph. She was 
said to have been John Randolph's only love. See Virginia Historical 
Magazine, January, 1895, page 312. 

• Me was minister of Westover Parish from 1694 to 1718 His tomb is still standing at 
Westover. His daughters married John Stith, Henry Taylor, and Ellyson Armistead, all 
belonging to prominent families in Charles City. 
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James Powell Cocke 4 resided at Malvern Hills, and it was he no doubt 
who built the old colonial house now standing. He appears to have 
been County Surveyor of Henrico county, and his name occurs on the 
vestry records of Henrico Parish as Vestryman as early as 1731, and fre- 
quently afterwards.* 

It is a matter of conjecture how the name Powell was introduced into 
the Cocke family. Thomas Cocke 3 married Mary Brashear (or Brazure) 
in Isle of Wight county. Her mother may have been a Powell. Or it 
may have been that Margaret Cocke, wife of Thomas Cocke, 2 was a 
Powell. 

There lived in the latter half of the seventeenth century in Isle of 
Wight (or Nansemond) county, a Major James Powell, who had (as we 
learn from his will) a sister named Margaret. 

In Thomas' Cocke's will he bequeaths to his daughter a gold ring 
marked "J. P. and M. C," which had probably belonged to her mother, 
Mary (Brashear) Cocke, and might have been a gift from James Powell 
(in this case supposed to be her mother's brother). 

At all events it is to be noted that Thomas Cocke 5 married in Nanse- 
mond county, in the neighborhood of Major James Powell. 

Thomas Cocke 2 had a son named James, and he had also a son named 
Stephen. Now Stephen was distinctively a name in the Powell family, 
and it does not occur anywhere else either in England or Virginia in the 
Cocke family. Sir Stephen Powell (a member of the Virginia Com- 
pany) sub. ^"37 10s. and paid ^"100. He was one of the six clerks of 
chancery, London, and was knighted at Theobald's July 21, 1604; M. C. 
for Virginia Company, 1609, and still living in 1619. The name of Cap- 
tain Nathaniel Powell is one of the most prominent in Captain John 
Smith's History — ' ' one of the first planters, " as he calls him, ' ' a valiant 
souldier, and not any in the country better knowne amongst them," 
Vol. ii, 68. About 1730 there was a descendant of Richard Cocke 2 
named Nathaniel. All these facts are worthy of consideration. 

These Powells were a famous group in the early period of Virginia. 
The first of them, Sergeant-Major Anthony Powell, was killed at St. 
Augustine in 1586 in the expedition of Sir Francis Drake. 

In 1618 Captain Nathaniel Powell was Governor of Virginia and mem- 
ber of the Council in 1621, and was killed at Powel's Brooke, "near 
Flowerda hundred," in the Indian massacre of 1622. He married a 
daughter of William Tracy, son of Sir John Tracy, and it was about 
1680 that Dorothy Cocke, daughter of Thomas Cocke, of Castleditch, 
county Hereford, England, married Viscount Tracy, of Ireland. [Her 

* In the handwriting of John Randolph, copied from a family Bible, the following entry 
occurs : 

Sarah Randolph, daughter of Henry Randolph, baptized 1715 by Mr. William Finney. 
Sponsors Mr. Richard Randolph, Mr. James Powell Cock, Mrs. Anne Epes, Mrs. Sarah 
Epes. William and Mary Quarterly, IV, 2, 126. 
7 
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brother, Charles Cocke, M. P. for the city of Worcester, 1691, married 
the niece of Lord Chancellor Somers.] Captain William Powell was 
also famous at this time (administration of Governor Yeardley). He 
was a member of first House of Burgesses, 1619. Captain John Smith, 
in his history, mentions Captain John Powell as "one of the first and 
leading adventurers to the planting of this fortunate isle [the Barba- 
does]," and states that "Capt. Henry Powell brought thither the first 
planters " (40 English and 7 or 8 negroes). 

William Powell, it is stated, left two sons, Cuthbert and Thomas, who 
were living in Lancaster in 1660, and were the ancestors of the Powells 
of Lancaster and Loudoun counties. (See American Monthly Maga- 
zine, February, 1895.) 

Old St. John's Church. 

" In 1737, at a vestry meeting held at Curl's Church for Henrico Parish, 
there were present: James Powell Cocke, James Cocke, church wardens; 
Richard Randolph, John Redford, Bowler Cocke, John Boiling, William 
Fuller, John Povall, John Williamson, and Robert Mosby. At this 
meeting a resolution was passed to build a church, 60 feet long by 25 
feet in breadth, after the model of Curl's Church, near Thomas William- 
son's. 

"At a meeting held December 20, 1739 (same names pretty much), it 
was agreed to build a church ' on the land the Hon. William Bird, Esq., 
60 feet long and 25 feet broad.' Richard Randolph, gentleman, was the 
contractor. The sum of /317 10s. to be paid for same. 

"At a vestry meeting held for Henrico Parish October 13, 1740, the fol- 
lowing members were present: William Stith, clerk; James Powell 
Cocke, James Cocke, gentlemen, church wardens; Richard Randolph, 
John Redford, Bowler Cocke, John Williamson, and William Fuller, 
gentlemen, vestrymen. 

A letter was read by Richard Randolph, gentleman, as follows: 

From the Hon. William Byrd, Esq. 
' Sir — October 12, 1740— I should with great pleasure oblige the ves- 
try, and particularly yourself, in granting them an acre to build their 
church upon; but there are so many roads already thro' that land that 
the damage to me would be too-great to have another of a mile cut 
through it. I should be very glad if you would please to think Rich- 
mond a proper place, and considering the great number of people that 
live below it, and would pay their devotions there, that would not care 
to go so much higher. I cannot but think it would be agreeable to most 
of the people, and if they will agree to have it there, I will give them 
two of the best lots that are not taken up, and besides give them any 
pine timber they can find on that side of Shockoe Creek, and wood for 
burning of bricks into the bargain. I hope the gentlemen of the vestry 
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will believe me a friend to the church when I make this offer, and that I 

am both theirs, sir, and your humble servant, 

W. Byrd.' 

"Whereupon the question was put whether the church should be built 
on the hill called Indian Town, at Richmond, or at Thomas William- 
son's plantation, on the Brook road, and is carried by a majority of votes 
for the former. 

" It is therefore ordered that the church formerly agreed on to be built 
by Richard Randolph, gentleman, on the south side of Bacon's Branch, 
be built on Indian Town, at Richmond, after the same manner as in the 
said former agreement was mentioned. 

James P'l Cocke, 
James Cocke." 

This is the origin of old St. John's Church, on Church Hill, in Rich- 
mond, which thrilled with Patrick Henry's eloquence in the Revolution- 
ary period. 

It will be observed that there were three Cockes on the Vestry Board 
of Henrico Parish at this time.* Thirty years afterwards ( 1785) we find 
Bowler Cocke 6 and Edmund Randolph the church wardens of the same 
parish. Turner Southall, a descendant of William Cocke, 3 was on the 
Board in the same post-Revolutionary period. (See Meade. ) 

The will of James Powell Cocke is dated August 19, 1747. It was 
probated "the first Monday in September " following, which proceeding 
is certified by Bowler Cocke, clerk. It was evidently written in his last 
sickness, and is very short, and bears every mark of having been written 
by a very illiterate and very ignorant person. 

He had two children, Martha and James [the latter had married Mary 
Magdalene Chastain at Manakin Town in 1743 J. We do not know 
whom Martha married. 

By the will the testator seemed to have designed to leave all of his 
property to his wife for life; then to his son, James, for life; then to his 
grandson, Chastain, son of James, excepting some advancement that he 
had made to his daughter, Martha, and excepting ' ' four negro girls ' ' 
left to his granddaughter, Martha (daughter of James). He makes his 
son, James, his executor. He had two plantations, " Mawborne Hills," 
and "Four Mile Ford" (near Richmond), and his Inventory (which is 
dated five years after his death) lists some 28 slaves. 

His son, James Cocke, had only two children at the time of his father's 
death, though he had a number afterwards. 

* In his " Life and Times of James Madisou," the Hon. W. C. River has the remark : 
" The vestrymen of that day, we shall find, were the Washingtons, the Lees, the Ran- 
dolphs, the Masons, the Blands. the Pendletons, the Nelsons, the Nicholas', the Harri- 
sons, the Pages, the Madisons, and other names far too numerous to recapitulate in 
detail, which stand among the first on the roll of our Revolutionary worthies." Vol i, 50. 
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3. Henry Cocke* was the third son of Thomas Cocke. 3 Born c. 1690; 
died 1715. James Powell Cocke and his brother-in-law, William Finney, 
his executors. He was only some 25 years old. No record of his mar- 
riage. 

4. Brazure Cocke* was the fourth son of Thomas Cocke. 3 He was 
born c. 1694, and was living in 1753 in James City county, where he re- 
moved about 1730. He probably married there, and the most interesting 
fact about him is that he was probably the father of Auditor James 
Cocke, of Williamsburg, who died 1781-90, and was a very prominent 
figure in the Revolutionary period. 

Brazure Cocke was named after his mother's family, and was the 
youngest son. It appears from an entry in the executorial accounts of 
Thomas Cocke* that he had been sent to a boarding-school, which is an 
interesting fact at this early period, about 1710.* 

5. Mary Cocke,* daughter of Thomas, 3 married the Rev. William 
Finney, who died in 1727. His will is in Henrico clerk's office. They 
left issue William and Mary. 

There is a deed of gift for 370 acres of land, in 1736, from James Pow- 
ell Cocke and his sister, Mary Finney, to William Finney. 

The Rev. William Finney, M. A., was a graduate of the University of 
Glasgow (name spelled Finnie). Colonel William Finney in the Revo- 
lution was Quartermaster-General of the Virginia forces. There was a 
Rev. Alexander Finnie, minister in Prince George, and a Captain Alex- 
ander Finnie, of Williamsburg, in employ of Governor Spotswood in 
1752. 

William Finnie was minister of Varina Parish 1714-27, and in 1724 he 
was one of the " sureties " at the baptism of Valentine Wood, son of 
Henry Wood and Martha Cocke. 

6. Elizabeth Cocke,* daughter of Thomas. 3 We know nothing of 
her. 

II. Descendants of Stephen Cocke, 3 Son of Thomas. 2 

1. Abraham Cocke,* born c. 1690; died 1759. He got his name 
from the Jones'. Stephen Cocke had a half brother named Abraham 
Jones. 

Abraham Cocke journeyed to Amelia, to the banks of the Nottoway 
River, then part of Prince George; he had interests near Petersburg. 

*" There was a Horse Race," says the Virginia Gazette of December 14, 1739, "'round 
the Mile Course [at Williamsburg] the First Day [of the Fair], for a Saddle of Forty Shil- 
lings Value. Eight Horses started, by Sound of Trumpet, and Col. ChiswelFs Horse, 
Edgcomb, came in FiTst, and won the Saddle ; Mr. Cocke's Horse, Sing'd Cat, came in 

Second, and won the Bridle, of 12 Shillings Value ; and Mr. Drummond's Horse, 

came in Third, and won the Whip." Virginia Historical Magazine, ii, 3, page 300. 

This "Mr. Cocke" was probably Brazure Cocke. There were no other Cockes in 
James City county. 
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His children were related to the descendants of Major Peter Jones and 
Colonel Abram Wood. 

The Act of Assembly (1720 — see Hening) enabling Abraham Cocke 
to sell certain entailed lands, mentions the land granted to Stephen 
Cocke* at Malborne Hill, and farther says the said Stephen Cocke de- 
parted this life, leaving issue a son and a daughter, to- wit: Abraham 
Cocke and Agnes, " now the wife of Richard Smith." 

The will of Abraham Cocke was probated in Amelia county May 22, 
1760. He died 1759. 

He seems to have owned large estates in what is now Nottoway and 
Lunenburg counties. He leaves a plantation or one (sometimes two) 
tracts of land to each of his six sons: Peter, Abraham,- Stephen, Thomas, 
John, and William, and he leaves two slaves to each of his four daugh- 
ters, slaves to his sons, and a mill to his wife. These lands lay in Amelia 
(now Nottoway), on the Great and Little Nottoway Rivers, and in 
Lunenburg. 

His four daughters were named Mary (married Richard Ellis), Agnes 
(married Charles Hamlin), Martha, and Elizabeth. 

In the year 1751 he was Sheriff of Amelia, then a large county, and a 
justice 1745-60. In 1749 he is recorded as a Vestryman of Nottoway 
Parish. 

His youngest son was General William Cocke, 6 one of the founders 
of the State of Tennessee (Cocke county is called after him), and one 
of the first two Senators in Congress from that State (1795-1805). 

General John Cocke,* son of General William Cocke, 6 had a fierce 
controversy with General Andrew Jackson (see Parian's Life of Jack- 
son). 

2. Agnes Cocke, 4 daughter of Stephen.* She married Richard Smith; 
we know nothing more of her. 

III. Descendants of James Cocke,' Son of Thomas.* 

James Cocke,* married Elizabeth Pleasants. They had issue: 1. James 
Cocke,* born c. 1690; died c. 1769. His mother (Elizabeth Pleasants) 
lived, as we have stated, until 1751. The will of Elizabeth (Pleasants) 
Cocke, recorded in Henrico county, mentions her daughter, Elizabeth 
Poythress, her grandson, William Fleming Cocke (son of Pleasant 
Cocke, deceased), her granddaughters, Rebecca, Ann, and Tabitha, 
and her son, James Cocke,* who is made her executor.. She bequeaths 
12 negroes to the above, and the residue of her estate to James Cocke.* 

James Cocke* was a member of the vestry of Henrico Parish in 1735, 
and afterwards down to 1750 or later. It was he whose name is associ- 
ated with that of James Powell Cocke* in connection with the founding 
of old St. John's Church. 



